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Let the Cubs Loose
By Lyndsay Dagg and Randy Maze

 Cub Day was a huge success, 
despite rain on and off throughout 
the day.  From 12 packs, 53 Cubs 
and 19 Scouters took part.  The 
furthest traveled was from 5th Cal-
gary.  Scouter Amber told me her 
aim was for the Cubs to convince 
the others in the pack to go to Jam-
borees. 1st Hay Lakes also came 
from Alberta, near the BC border.

 Other packs from outside 
Greater Victoria were 1st Cobble 
Hill and 1st Cumberland.  5th Juan 
de Fuca had the largest number, 
with 15 Cubs.

 Mike, the organizer of the 
event, talked about the great sup-
port he received from everyone at 
PJ.   Some of the activities, like the 
obstacle course, were only avail-
able when the participants were 
having lunch between morning and 
afternoon sessions.  They gave up 
their free time for the Cubs.The 
program started under cover out-
side a kitchen.  The cubs heard the 
rules of the camp, decorated hats 
with their names on them, and did a 
craft, while waiting for the obstacle 
course to be free.  Then the group 
was split in 2, and half went to the 

obstacle course, while the others 
played games on the main field, 
did crafts and heard about Leave 
No Trace.After lunch, the 2 groups 
switched programs. Then they all 
gathered for a talk from Scouter 
Kim about badge trading.   They 
were given 40 – 50 random badges 
to get them started.  Kim told me 
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that they had been donated by a 
Facebook group called Canadian 
Scout Collectibles, as well as Bad-
gers Club members and individual 
Scouters from across Canada and 
the U.S.  I saw some local ones that 
I don’t have!  With their badges, 
they were off and running.  Soon 
there was trading going on all over 
a corner of the playing field, and 

Cubs were showing off their good 
trades.  It was hard for Scouter 
Mike to get them to stop trading to 
move on.

 The plan was to visit a sub-
camp, but time ran out. After a 
short time at the beach (and more 
trading), it was time for the Cubs 
to walk out of camp, still talking 
about their trades.  If you asked 

them what they liked, some would 
say the obstacle course, but more 
would talk about trading.  One way 
or other, we hope to see them at the 
next PJ at Camp Byng! 
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Conquering the Rock Wall
By Ethan Gelinas and Lyndsay Dagg 

 On Tuesday morning, right before lunch, the 
rock-climbing team had a special challenge: get Dean 
K, from 1st Leduc, up the rock face to join his friends 
in the fun. Dean travels around in a wheelchair and 
normally would not be able to take part in activities 
like rock climbing but this doesn’t get Dean or his 
group down.

 The rock wall adventure team was ready for their 
arrival.  They began to prepare for Dean at the station 
even before the jamboree officially began with a practice 
run using national youth spokesperson Sarah Savic 
Kallesoe, as a test dummy. The rock-climbing team 
manager Trevor said they had received an email from 
Dean’s mother about two weeks in advance and that 
he had done similar things to this before but always in 
a gym, never on an actual rock face. 

  The team worked together to get Dean and his 
chair up the stairs to the bottom of the rock face. 
Then, using a pulley system, Dean was hoisted up 
the rock face without his wheelchair.  Members of 

his group, along with others participating in the 
adventure, stood off to the side and watched as Dean 
slowly ascended the wall. The adventure team worked 
diligently to keep Dean from cutting himself on the 
jagged edges of the rock. There was one climber who 
climbed the rock with him, 2 to 3 spotters at the bottom 
and 3 people pulling him up. 

 Among the cheers from below, comments of “this 
is what Scouting is all about” could be heard. When 
Dean made it to the top, the onlooking crowd erupted 
into cheers.  When we talked to Trevor after he said 
“to be able to see a smile on Dean’s face” was amazing. 

 This is only one of the things that are happening 
to improve the all-around involvement of every youth, 
no matter their needs. As Trevor said “there are ways 
to adapt everything” if people are willing to try. The 
amazing team effort of the OOS involved as well as 
everyone who watched and cheered them on really 
showed what scouting is all about. 
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 The Mercury team went and checked out the Drag-
on Boat adventure this afternoon. 7 Patrols participated.  
First, the participants gathered in front of a pile of PFDs 
and paddles. Soon PFDs were on and adjusted, and VI 
Paddles issued everyone a paddle. 

 The participants (including Scouters) were split 
into teams, each with a guide. Then they were sized.  
Because the bow and stern are narrower, the larger 
paddlers were put in the middle. After a safety briefing, 
the boats were loaded. Once away from the dock, the 
guides began to talk about working together. The teams 
started out, and it was clear they all needed practice.

 Because it was very calm, the boats went into Vic-
toria Harbour. When they came out an hour later, there 
was a big change.  The teamwork was flawless, and the 
boats went much faster.  I bet they’ll sleep well tonight!

 The units in the boats today were: 1st Coquitlam 
(Vancouver), 1st Coldstream (Vernon), 1st Cumberland 
(Vancouver Island), 1sy Homelands (Mississauga), 1st 
Exeter (Ontario), 27th Richmond (BC) and 14th Juan 
de Fuca (Greater Victoria).

Dragon Boating
 
By Randy Maze

Building The Sasquatch Trail
By Bruce Dagg

 In behind Subcamp Saga there is a construction 
project going on.  In his famous “Chief’s Last Mes-
sage”, Lord Baden-Powell urged us all to try to leave 
the world a little better than we found it. PJ19’s legacy 
project seeks to leave Camp Barnard a little better than 
we found it, by restoring a series of old and overgrown 
trails on the western side of Young Lake.  

 I saw several teams of Scouts and some Scouters 
working on different jobs, under the watchful eyes of 
“Trail Boss” Meredith and her team. Crews were carrying 
and cutting logs to make cribbing for a new bridge, 
wheelbarrowing gravel and raking or shoveling it into 
place, working to remove a large stump from a future 
wilderness campsite, and cutting back brush and vines 

that were overgrowing the trail in places, and earned 
a Legacy Badge project for their efforts.  This reporter 
even got into the spirit and put down his camera for a 
moment to help with moving a large log.  When you 
come back to Camp Barnard in years to come and 
walk the Sasquatch Trail you can be proud that PJ19 
played a role in building it!
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Joke Corner
“

“Why were the Vikings such good 
sailors?” 
You can lead a Norse to water but 
you can’t make him sink!

What chocolates do the Egyptians 
eat? 
Pharoh-rochere! 

“What do you call a musician petri-
fied by Medusa?” 
A Rockstar!

“Why were the Medieval times called 
the dark ages?” 
Because it was Knight time!

“How do trees get Internet?” 
They log in!

The Loki Fun Corner
 
By Tyler Middleton and Jorden Hiscock
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Daily Comic

Fun Fact
The sword in the stone pulled by King Arther was called Calburn while  
Excalibur was given to him by the lady in the lake.

Tell us some fun facts or funny jokes! We might just give you a bracelet!

Weather  
Rock Forecast 

17°C

The Weather rock says:

“I wish i packed my 
rain coat ”


